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Ballykeel Nursery Unit Policy for Pastoral Care
Principles

The principal and staff of Ballykeel Nursery Unit believe that each child is an individual with a unique personality who deserves to be treated with kindness and respect and who is free to express his/her feelings and opinions in the non-threatening environment of the nursery.
Statement of Intent
It is hoped that during their year at Ballykeel Nursery Unit, children will display a sense of personal worth, increased self-confidence, self-control and self-discipline.  They will enjoy relationships with adults and peers working independently and as part of the group.  Children will display some independence in dressing, personal hygiene and their choice of play.  Children will become more able to concentrate and persevere with tasks, taking pleasure in their achievements.  They will learn to treat the environment, each other and living things with respect, care and concern.
Procedures
· Staff will provide a consistent, respectful approach to all of the children, students, parents and each other within the nursery irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, social class or special educational/ medical or physical needs.
· Staff will refrain from favouritism or over familiarisation with children and their parents.

· Staff will remain vigilant with regard to any discriminatory, racial, sexist or offensive remarks or comments made by children or staff and take appropriate action. 

· Staff will be consistent with regard to nursery rules, routines, discipline and health and safety.
· Staff will demonstrate good manners towards each other, providing good role models.
· Staff will listen to each other while talking, providing good role models.

· Staff will show that each child is valued by listening to what they say throughout the day, at greeting time and during adult directed activities.  Staff will use Hannen and Elklan techniques such as “OWL”, observe, wait and listen affording the children the “10 second” rule to allow time for the children to process their thoughts and communicate their ideas or feelings.
· Staff will encourage children to listen to each other during play, while planning and reviewing play and at circle time activities.

· Staff will encourage children to listen and reply to their friends and other adults, demonstrating respect for each other.
· Staff will encourage children to show empathy for others, share and take turns and overcome disagreements by modelling desirable behaviours.

· Staff will employ strategies during teacher directed activities, small group work and circle time to encourage good sitting, looking and listening while affording talking opportunities when appropriate i.e. sharing family news/ show and tell or only speaking when holding circle time toy.

· Staff will encourage good manners during the dinner routine, encouraging children to say please and thank you, to eat with a knife and fork and to sample a wide range of foods.

· Children will be encouraged to greet familiar visitors to the nursery appropriately and understand the need to wait while adults and others are speaking.  All visitors will sign the visitor’s book. 
Ballykeel Primary School and Nursery Unit
 Safeguarding Team. 
Please see the nursery notice board for full details of the Pastoral Arrangements for the Safeguarding of all children attending Ballykeel Primary School and Nursery Unit, or speak to a member of staff.
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