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Eco-Schools Topic:
Biodiversity
Date range of this plan: November 2019-June 2020
Our overall aim(s) for this Topic: Increase the biodiversity of our school grounds
	Action

What are we going to do?
	Target & Measure

What’s our goal and how will we measure it? 

Check out the Data Zone for suggested methods and to record ongoing data.
	Timescale / Deadline


	Responsibility

Who’s in charge?
	Evaluation

Was the action successful or not successful? How can we build on this for the future?

	Plant some more hedging around the school fence


	· To maintain and replenish the holly hedge adjacent to Ballykeel 2 estate.
· We will calculate the new number of saplings required to fully replenish the hedge.
	By Easter 2020
	P6JF

	

	Create a plum orchard
	· To create a new plum orchard to supplement the existing apple orchard.
· We will measure the area of the new plum orchard and compare it with the area of our apple orchard.
	By Easter 2020
	P6JF
	

	Create a wildflower meadow


	· To create a wildflower meadow.
· We will measure the area of our new wildflower meadow.
	By Easter 2020
	P2JT & P2AM
	

	Only use peat free compost from now on
	· Reduce the percentage of peat free compost bags we use to zero.

· We will buy peat free compost from now on and/or get peat free compost from Ballymena Council grounds.
· We will monitor the number of peat free compost bags in our school
	By Easter 2020
	Eco Committee

Caretaker
	

	Make the pond hedgehog safe 
	· We will add planks in the pond to prevent hedgehogs from drowning.

	By Easter 2020
	P7H
	

	Create new hedgehog houses and hedgehog passages
	· We will make a hedgehog house and add passages or hedgehogs 
· The number of hedgehog houses will be doubled.
	By Easter 2020
	P7H
	

	Carry out a biodiversity survey of our school grounds
	· We will carry out monthly biodiversity surveys 
· The number of biodiversity elements will increase.

· The pupils’ knowledge of this topic will increase as well.


	By Easter 2020
	P7G
	DATA ZONE 
Species survey before and after
Knowledge survey before and after


	Keep all school and community informed
	· We will publish results and display them on the Eco noticeboard

· We will use assemblies, the website and our school’s newsletter to keep everyone informed.
	Ongoing, all year
	Eco Committee
	


	Continue to look after the school grounds: plant flowers, vegetables, weed beds etc.
	· All classes will continue to look after their designated area of the school grounds
	Ongoing, all year
	All classes
caretaker
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


NB Add as many additional rows as needed for each topic. 
Eco-Schools Topic:


Date range of this plan:


Our overall aim(s) for this Topic:
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NB Add as many additional rows as needed for each topic. 

This is a suggested addition to your Action Plan. For more information about the SDGs please visit www.eco-schoolsni.org “About Us” section.

Which of the UN Sustainable Development Goals does our Eco-Schools Action Plan cover? 

Circle at least one which we can link our Eco-Schools work to this year: 
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Keep an eye on progress throughout the year, perhaps you could use a traffic light system 














Eco-Schools Northern Ireland is operated by Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful and supported by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

